Electrophoretic patterns post daratumumab.
Background Daratumumab (Darzalex) is a human IgG1 kappa monoclonal antibody targeting CD38 that has been recently approved for the treatment of refractory multiple myeloma. As it is a monoclonal protein, it can be detected on routine serum protein electrophoresis and by immunofixation. Methods Serum samples from four patients were analysed by serum protein electrophoresis immediately pre- and post-treatment with daratumumab. Results For all four patients, daratumumab was visible on serum protein electrophoresis as an additional small band (approximately 1 g/L) in the slow gamma region. Conclusion Diagnostic laboratories should be aware that daratumumab can be detected on routine serum protein electrophoresis of myeloma patients and should liaise closely with clinicians to ensure the presence of daratumumab is not misinterpreted as development of a new monoclonal protein.